#Jf)(]V

i ymod
N300 1y 1l

oLl 790 7

Table of Contents

“lwas stopped by the police. What should 1do?”......................... 1
If asked for information as a pedestrian........................ 1
If asked for informationinacar.............coooviiiiiiinnn. 2

Police and searches.....................

Use of force and resisting arrest....

Documenting police abuses........
“l was arrested. How do | get out of jail?”.........c.ccovveieiiiiiinanns. 7
“How do I find my loved one after arrest?”..............ccccccoveennne. 7
“How can | pay the bail?”...........cccooviiinnn.

If you cannot afford your bail
“| got a ticket. What do | do nOW?”...........cceoiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieean 9

Understand your ticket........

Know your options...........ccevvvinnn

Sample municipal ticket explained

See Booklet 2: A Guide to Representing Yourself in St. Louis
Municipal Courts for how to defend yourself at trial, the
consequences of a guilty plea or municipal conviction, what

to do if you cannot afford your municipal fines and fees, and more.

Visit ProSeSTL.org to find forms you can bring to court,
organizations offering services, and ways you can get involved to
stop the criminalization of communities.
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I WAS STOPPED BY POLICE.
WHAT SHouLD I DO?

If asked for information as a
pedestrian:

1. Did the police stop you without a reason? If it is a stop without
a reason (“mere encounter”) with the police, ask “am | free to
go?”. If they say yes, you are not under formal detention and
you do not need to answer questions or share your ID.

2. Are you under formal detention or under arrest? If the police
say you are under formal detention or arrest, you are not
free to go and the police have more powers. The police need
“reasonable suspicion” (a particular reasonable thought) that
you have violated the law to hold you.

Even if the police have no reasonable suspicion for the stop, they may
stop you illegally. Do not resist, see page 4 for more information.

If you are under formal detention or arrest, the police can:
« Ask for your ID—even then, you may refuse to present your
ID, but if you refuse, the officer may search you for your ID.
« If you are undocumented, do not carry your passport
and do not answer questions related to your immigration
status. Sharing this information and giving your passport
makes it easier for the government to deport you.

« Ask your name, address, business, and where you are going.
If you refuse to answer these questions, the officer can use
that against you and choose to take you into the station.

« Pat you down to check for weapons.

« Run your ID to see if there are any outstanding warrants.
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If you are under arrest, the police have the most powers. The
police need probable cause to arrest someone. The police may
read you your Miranda warnings (right to remain silent, right to an
attorney, anything you say may be used against you). When under
arrest, you may be legally required to provide information related
to your identity, but you should refuse to answer other questions.

If asked for information in a car:

The police can stop you if they have reasonable suspicion that you
broke a law or if they are doing random DWI or vehicle
registration checks.

The driver is required to give the requested documents (usually
driver’s license, registration, proof of insurance) to the police.

A passenger may be asked for ID but is not required to provide
identification unless the police have separate reasonable
suspicion to formally detain that passenger.

If the police have reasonable suspicion, they may remove the
driver from the vehicle and pat you down if they believe you have
a weapon. They may search your vehicle if they have probable
cause to believe there are weapons within your reach or evidence
of a crime in the vehicle. If they arrest you, they can thoroughly
search you.

REMEMBER: You have the right to remain silent. Say, “l want to
remain silent and | wish to speak with an attorney.” You have the
right to have your lawyer present if law enforcement is
questioning you.
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This guide was created by ArchCity Defenders to support people
representing themselves in court. This information is
provided for general informational purposes only. We have tried
to make it as accurate and up-to-date as possible, but laws can
change and your individual situation may be different. Nothing
in this guide should be understood as legal advice from ArchCity
Defenders. We expressly disclaim all liability that results from
actions taken or not taken in reliance on this guide. If you have
further questions, please consult a lawyer. We do not intend this
information as advertising or solicitation. By providing this
information, we are not acting as your lawyer.

Many parts of the criminal legal system are unjust, promote
continued marginalization of specific communities, and were
designed to promote profit over justice. Often, judges, police, and
prosecutors all play a part in systems that harm our communities.
This guide offers individuals tools to push back, by empowering

individuals and offering detailed tips to defend yourself.

Ultimately, we believe that only by organizing together to change
the system will communities be safe from its abuses.

Visit www. ProSe.STL.org for links to service providers, court
forms, volunteer opportunities, and other helpful information

ArchCity Defenders | archcitydefenders.org | 314-361-8834

www.ProSeSTL.org

#ProSeSTL
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| WAS ARRESTED, How !

Do 1 GET ouT OF JAIL

Sometimes when you are arrested, you will be booked
but then immediately released. Sometimes you will be
booked and kept in jail until your court date or until your trial
unless you pay bail or bond. See page 8 for how to pay bail.

How Do 1 FIND MY

LoveD ONE AFTER ARREST?

Wait for a call from them—they should get a free phone call
from jail. Call the police department that arrested them and ask
where they were taken. Call local area jails to see if they are there.

When you find the incarcerated individual, ask them or the jail for
this information:

Their inmate number

What they were arrested for
What their bail is

If there are any holds that will keep
them in jail after the bail is paid
Their next court date
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HOW CAN |

PAY THE BAIL?

If you or your family has money to pay the bail in full,

ask the jail where and how to pay. Usually, you can go to the jail
between certain hours and pay the bail with cash.

If you cannot afford your bail:

In St. Louis City, contact the Freedom Community Center at
314-827-3837. In St. Louis County, contact the Bail Project
at 323-366-0799. They are a non-profits that help people
pay their bail.

At your first court date, tell the judge that you cannot afford
to pay your bail. Note: Missouri law states that a judge
should release you from jail with only a promise to attend
your next court date, unless the judge thinks that you are a
risk to public safety or that you won’t come back to court.
Explain to the judge why you are not a risk to public safety
and will come to court. You can reference Missouri Surpeme
Court Rule 33.01. If the judge sets a bail you cannot afford,
tell the judge you cannot afford it. You may need to give
details about why you cannot afford it because of other ex-
penses or limited income. Offer alternative ways to confirm
that you’ll come to court. It may help to have your family
come to court to explain why you cannot afford your bail

and the impact of your incarceration on you and others.
Don't talk about the facts of the case.



